‘SAVE THE BEC’ PUBLIC MEETING 
30th September 2009 Hesketh Bank Village Hall.

The meeting was opened by Ms Una McBride and Mrs Maureen Baldwin.  

It was stated that the purpose of the meeting was to update local residents re: “Save The Bec for the Community” campaign to date, for local residents to have an open forum to voice any concerns they may have about the building and site, to put forward their ideas for the future of The Becconsall and to identify a way forward.
Current Situation

The meeting was advised that to date there were 656 signatures on petition forms collected in and forms were still out in the local communities. These signatures are high quality, as no one has been “pushed” to sign this petition. Individuals have been made aware of the petition by seeing it in the local shops and or, the HB website, or, in the newspaper. Individuals have pro actively chosen to sign the petition, to register their concern with HBPC, about what will happen to The Bec building and site and register their concern that the site may be developed for more houses. The petition has established that a significant proportion of the adult population of the community, are very concerned and want to register this with the elected HBPC who act on their behalf.
Una McBride updated those present with the current situation regarding ‘The Bec’.
· The property had originally gone on the market at £2.2 million as suitable for ‘potential development’.   It is understood that a number of offers had been made by developers and refused.
· It is currently on the market in the region of, £1.5 million+ and it has been established that an offer has been made, subject to successful planning consent, which is acceptable to the owners. 
· We have been further advised that the process, from consulting architects, to planning consent being determined, can take up to 2 years plus and if refused and goes to appeal, it could take a further 12months to 2 years.
· There are also many rumours circulating about the future of this site.

· People have been dumping things at the rear of the building.

· A variety of vehicles have been seen on the site at various times of day and night.

· There has been a break in, windows at the back have also been broken and youths have been seen jumping from the first story of the building.
· Drain pipes have been loosened and lead has been removed from the balcony.

Concerns

Local Residents were then invited to express their areas of concern.
1. More houses in Hesketh Bank – one member of the public expressed their concern that a Parish Councillor had said that there would be no more houses built in Hesketh Bank for the foreseeable future. Meeting advised that the Local Development Framework clearly shows that 300 plus houses will be built in Tarleton & Hesketh Bank.
2. Concerns about over burdening the infra structure of HB with more housing.
3. Concerns about the building being used as accommodation for foreign workers.

4. Why hasn’t the site been made secure i.e. gates – Crime Prevention, prevent unwanted parking, prevent night time visitors, prevent squatters gaining access , prevent further damage to building and further deterioration of building.
5. Concern that the site could end up being derelict and an even worse eyesore, like the Pedigree Pups site at Tarleton was.

6. Loss of green space.

7. It was felt that it could be beneficial to the owners and would be beneficial to developers if the building was to be further vandalised and/or be set alight.
8. No pub in Hesketh Bank.

9. A once beautiful historical building, being left to be destroyed.

10. Loss of a community facility in a village that has little community facilities. Loss of Community Spirit.
11. Would a licence still be available for the ‘Bec’ to function as a pub again?

12. Concern was expressed about the clear village support shown by the “Save The Bec for the Community Petition”, not being reflected in the turnout at the meeting. More visible support by each person in the community, will make a positive difference.
13. Funding
14. Private sale – community will have no say as to the purchaser or the development.

15. Parents may not be aware their children may be playing on this private site, the danger they may be in and criminal damage they may be responsible for.

16. Many new residents to the village may not be interested in The Bec, as they have no history with it in it’s glory days as the heart of the village and have only ever experienced it looking run down and unwelcoming.
17. Many new residents to the village travel in and out daily, but they do not get involved with community matters , do not support local businesses, or get involved with community concerns.
18. Some new residents to the village want to get involved with the village and support community matters, however they are unsure how to do this and how to contribute to the community spirit.
Ideas
1. Family Pub, well run, as it used to be.
2. Whacky Warehouse

3. Community Centre
4. Community Social Enterprise – Public / Private funding to create a Multi functional building divided into areas. Part Function Room/Restaurant; Pub; also including Community Facilities for children and young people; hotel upstairs which provides quality respite care for the elderly and people with disability.
5. Hotel/Hotel and Spa

6. Care Home

7. Local History Museum

8. Health Centre

9. Community based project

10. Used as a car park for the village

11. Could be developed as upstairs as flats with proper management in place

12. Prefer houses to a hostel for foreign workers.

Members of the Community present voted unanimously to bring the existing Becconsall building back as a family pub, restaurant and hotel.  They also voted unanimously that in the event that the building could not be saved cost effectively, then the Becconsall should be rebuilt as a pub on that site. They were unanimous that they do not want more housing on the site. However, housing on the site would be preferable to the Becconsall building becoming a hostel for workers
Way Forward

· The Community should decide whether it wants to be a traditional or modern village
· Keep local press and Radio Lancashire informed

· Talk to Planning at West Lancashire Borough Council – is there a bigger picture and how does The Bec site fit into this picture?
· Engage local business

· Talk to Breweries and see if there is any interest

· Inform the Police of any damage, nuisance etc. on all occasions

· Form small action group

· 12 people signed up to give practical help

· Mail shot to all houses in the Village to keep residents informed and to enlist further support

· Approach Isherwoods to see if they are interested in developing the site.

· What happens to The Bec, will have a positive, or negative impact on the whole community. All present were asked and are willing to talk to other people about the serious reality of the situation and agreed that it requires everyone in the community to take some action, for the future good of the whole community.
· The speed of community action is important, before the building deteriorates further.
· Update the HB Parish Council of the communities concerns, views, ideas and wishes.

