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WHAT’S HAPPENING TO “THE BEC”?
Is it, Good Bye to The Becconsall forever and Hello more Houses? 

How sad for Hesketh Bank if so. The Becconsall used to be the heart of our village...what happened? The death knell of The Bec, impacts the whole community. If you care about this too, please read on...

Dear Village Friends, 
I am writing on behalf of Mrs McBride and family because we care about Hesketh Bank, The Bec and hope you do too. It’s got to the point where we feel compelled to say something before it’s too late. My Mum feels very sad and upset about how The Becconsall Hotel has been allowed to go so far down hill and is now derelict and closed. We are increasingly concerned, especially after the recent break into the pub and the little railway shop. Neglected, the Bec, once the happy heart of our village, is falling into rack and ruin before everyone’s eyes, yet we say nothing. How very, very sad.

Mum and Dad retired from running The Bec, 22 years ago. After 25 years of loving care, hard work and happy memories, it’s hard to watch this lovely historical building die a slow, lingering death and not be upset. The Pavilion Dad built is vandalised and destroyed, the flowers gone, the beautifully kept Bowling Green ruined, turned into a football pitch, car boot sale venue and is now overgrown. 

Could it get any worse? Yes, it could. The Bec is owned by Twirl International based in Panama City... not very local. Rumours abound and it could be D Day for The Bec, if faceless developers are allowed to knock this lovely historical building down, to cover the land with yet more houses. Money! Money! Money! In whose pockets? As a community, do we simply know the PRICE of everything, yet the VALUE of nothing? Again, how very sad, especially for future generations. 

Once it’s gone, it’s gone! That lovely building, the green space and your village heritage, wiped out forever. Please ask yourself, “Is this what I want for my village? Is it a step forward, or a step back?” 

For those villagers who remember the many happy times at The Bec, are you sad too? How will you tell your children The Bec has gone, because we took it for granted, then all stood by and said nothing.
For those new to the village, when you chose to move here, you may have driven past The Bec thinking, what a lovely building, that pub could be fab! Don’t you feel sad too? The Bec was fab and encouraged community spirit. A locals pub at the heart of our village, with a history of village weddings, parties, christenings, an Egon Ronay recommended restaurant and everyone enjoyed spending time there. Maybe they could again.
We invite you to consider this, even though the days of big pubs have gone, if you knew it was possible for the whole community to come together, the old HB families and new villagers, to “SAVE THE BEC!”, bring it back to its former glory for the benefit of all the community, what ideas might you be open to, or suggest?

There are 3- 4000 people in HB and each one has a voice. Your voice counts! Unless you are happy to risk seeing The Bec destroyed and replaced by houses, it’s time to use your voice now. It’s not enough just to complain to each other, together as one, we potentially have up to 4000 voices which can make quite a noise to the powers that be!

What are we waiting for? What a shame if we stay silent until it’s too late and shame on us, if we let The Bec just die without even trying to save it. 

We suggest it’s time to consider some new possibilities as a community venture. Everything has to start somewhere and together we may find a practical realistic solution.

For example; Perhaps The Bec could be bought by the community, to become a fabulous Community Social Enterprise and create more jobs. Part pub, restaurant, function room, hotel with facility for children, and special focus on supporting older and disabled locals. Imagine Hesketh Bank taking the lead with innovative ideas for other villages to follow! 

What are your ideas? This village is full of hard working, talented people, full of creative ideas, let’s bring them together and create something fantastic as a community! Let’s put Hesketh Bank on the map for recreating The Bec as a wonderful legacy for everyone to be proud of and future generations to enjoy! 

Do we have any right to complain, if we choose to ignore the reality of what is happening around us, yet still sit back, say and do nothing constructive? If you care about this community too, it’s time to take action. It’s time to speak out, before other faceless people decide for you what will happen next. Dad flew in Stirling Bombers in the war, he put up the first flag pole in Hesketh Bank and flew the Union Jack with pride outside The Bec, let’s fly a flag for The Bec again now! Wake up! Wake up Hesketh Bank! We invite you to take action today before it’s too late.

How? It’s easy! If you are concerned about the possibility of destroying The Bec to build more houses, just choose any one, or all of the following:
1/ You could...Visit Carl at: TOP SHOP Newsagents HB to sign a Petition: “SAVE THE BECCONSALL FOR THE COMMUNITY!” (It takes 2 mins). Or, Pop your ideas re The Bec, into the suggestion box there.
2/ You could... Speak to Ian Cropper Parish Clerk: Tel: 01772 978256
3/ You could...Email your ideas to: Maureen.Baldwin@HwBPC.org.uk
4/ You could...Visit the HB website: www.hwbpc.org.uk and send your comments to the Parish Council using the facility at the bottom of the ‘home’ page. 
5/ You could...Write a letter to: Mr Ian Cropper, Clerk to the Council, Providence Place, 125 Roe lane, Southport, PR9 7PG (copy to MP)
6/ You could...Come to the next Parish Council Meeting at the Village Hall 7.30pm 7th Sept 2009, to just listen, or maybe air your views and ideas.
Whatever you decide, please don’t just file this in the bin. Your Parish Council need to hear from you now! Please choose to do something positive for your community today. Thank you for your time.
With warmth and respect,

Mrs McBride & Family
