
When I was asked to support Mrs Mc’s ‘Save the Bec for the Community’ campaign it gave me cause to ask myself why I should want to get involved with a campaign to save an old pub that I had never been in, in a village where I have never lived. It didn’t take me long to find the answer.

I met Mrs Mc when I opened the Hesketh Bank Village Show in 2008 and had my photograph taken with her. It appears that she was the local celebrity and not me! The show was a huge success and I left with the impression that what I’d witnessed that day was village life at it’s best, a thriving community very much at ease with itself. It was with some surprise and sadness then that I heard that The Bec, for so many years at the heart of village life, had gone. It’s sad that people’s lives have changed so much in the last few years, probably as a result of universal car ownership, changing working patterns, the temptations of the internet, cheap supermarket alcohol etc, that even communities like Hesketh Bank can no longer keep their village pubs.

During my many years filming Heartbeat, one of the most frequent comments I heard from our viewers about the show was ‘I wish we had a community/village/pub like that!’ - it sounds as though for many years Hesketh Bank did.

So life has moved on - but one thing remains true - the pubs and shops, the churches and the post offices, the schools and the places where people meet, are what make villages thrive and stops them from becoming dormitories, suburbs. So can I support local people with the passion and energy to try to save what they believe is so important? - of course I can and I wish them well in their efforts to save the Bec for the community and for their lovely village.

I haven’t been to my local pub for ages - if I can remember where it is I shall this evening practice what I preach and make the effort to pop in for an hour to see what’s going on.

Good luck   David Lonsdale 


