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THE TRADEGY OF THE BECCONSALL

The Southport & District Branch of CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) heard earlier this year of the closure of the Becconsall Hotel, a magnificent ex Tetley’s house in Hesketh Bank.

The pub had suffered some past management difficulties (not unknown in the current climate), resulting in its closure, and the premises and land were both taken over by a development company for possible future housing use.  The current situation is that the boarded up pub has stood idle for around 18 months and is gradually deteriorating. 

The developers have bought an interest in the land, but it is believed that they don’t currently own it completely.  No Planning Application has been submitted to develop the land.  CAMRA, who are the champions of Local Pubs and traditional ales, preferred the pub to be eventually retained and became involved in meetings with members of the community, who have a similar view.  The residents are not keen on yet further house building in Hesketh Bank, which needs more community-based amenities.  

Possibilities were examined and CAMRA met the local group regularly.  Breweries, pub companies and interested investors were approached, but all of no avail at present.  In some areas pubs have been placed into a local community scheme where members of the public both local and otherwise could buy shares, set up a management committee, and successfully continue run the pub.  

These have been quite successful and a number of these are running efficiently thoughout the UK.  Because of this CAMRA and residents representatives carried out a visit to investigate and report upon an example operating in Cumbria, with local advisors present.

The last and present government appointed Pubs Ministers, who are supposed to look into and support these community causes, enhanced by introduction of the Sustainable Communities Act, which delegates powers to Local Authorities to support these projects.

Against this background of delay, default, deterioration, and absence of a Planning Application the contractors acting for the developers recently cut down most of the mature trees on the site, apparently without any prior notification.  They have posted a Notice of Prior Application to demolish the building later in December, without a Planning Application, and not exclusively owning the land.  

CAMRA and the residents still support the reopening of the pub as a desirable community asset – there is no other pub in this large village – we wonder what has been going on behind the scenes with the West Lancashire District Planning Authority, developers and estate agents to allow the affair to drag on without result and then end up in this default situation without the future of the land being formally agreed.  It appears most scandalous that the property can now be demolished against the wishes of the local residents.

CAMRA, professed guardian of pubs, now asks for a public enquiry to be carried out, involving the local authority, MP, Councillors and residents before this great pub is outrageously and prematurely demolished.

Please save the Becconsall!
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