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Dear Friends,

On New Year’s Day I went for a walk with some friends I was visiting in London. As we walked through the streets of Kilburn, it was very evident that for many people Christmas was well and truly over and done with for another year. Dozens of discarded Christmas trees awaited collection on the pavements and many of the windows that had been ablaze with lights the night before were back to normal. 

Back to normal is where many of us find ourselves once the Christmas holiday is over. We might keep the trimmings up till Twelfth Night, but by and large the sparkle and wonder of Christmas fades as the pressures of our normal routine return. Yet as Christians the annual celebration of Jesus’s birth is a recurring reminder to us that things can never get ‘back to normal’. Certainly we cannot live by mince pies alone – the partying must come to an end or that in it self would become tiresome. 

But if we have actually grasped the magnitude of the event we have just celebrated – that God himself came to share fully in our human nature – then we can never look at our lives and the world around us in the same light again, for a much greater Light has dawned in our hearts. 

When the song of the angels is stilled - When the star in the sky is gone - When the kings and princes are home  - When the shepherds are back with their flocks - The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost  To heal the broken  To feed the hungry  To release the prisoner  To rebuild the nations  To bring peace among the people To make music in the heart. 

A happy and blessed New Year to you all,                Fr Nicholas 

	PARISH NEWS  


TARLETON  

Mothers' Union, January 

Three of our members had a busy and enjoyable time at the Cathedral on the first Saturday in December. It was the turn of our Parish to assist with the Welcoming Ministry to Visitors and they were also involved in the preparation of all the candles for Advent.  

Our first meeting of the New Year is the Prayer Group on Monday 7th January at 2.00pm in the blessed Sacrament Chapel. We will hold a DIY session at our meeting on Wednesday 9th January at 7.30pm.

Our afternoon meeting on 23rd January will begin with lunch at 1.00pm followed by our AGM at 2.00pm.

We invite friends to join us on any of these occasions and we wish everyone a peaceful and happy New Year. 

Pat Heap 

Children's Society

The presentation of the boxes will be on Sunday 17th February at the 10.45am Parish Eucharist.  Please bring your box.

Coffee Morning Thanks 

As a result of the Coffee Morning held at 52 Hesketh Lane on 13th December, a cheque for £450 has been sent to the Research Trust at Clatterbridge Hospital.  Fr. Tom and June would like to thank all who contributed in any way to this splendid outcome."

An African Adventure

In November I was privileged to join a group of 12 volunteers on a working project at Kamaila Village, Zambia.  The project was organised by the Charity “Water for Kids”.  Water for Kids is a small charity with big ambitions – in short, to help people to get safe drinking water for the first time.  The 10 year old charity has been involved in providing fresh drinking water from boreholes and introducing sanitation measures across Africa and South America.  All funds donated to the charity are invested directly in the working projects.

This year’s project at Kamaila village was the final stage of the provision of boreholes, storage vessels and a distributed water system throughout the village and school complex together with the introduction of pit latrines for households and the school.  To complete the project we needed to provide a washroom and latrine facility for the older girls at the school, complete the provision of pit latrines to households and distribute portable wash-stands.  We also needed to establish relationships with the Zambian Institute of Environmental Health (ZIEH) so that our work could be extended elsewhere and maintained at Kamaila.

The completion of the work would go a long way to eradicate common disease problems including diarrhoea, malaria, skin disease, eye infections and the more problematic outbreaks of cholera and dysentery.  Our arrival at the village was coloured with mixed emotions.  Despite the obvious poverty of the villagers they were happy, friendly and welcoming.  I felt extremely emotional and humbled at having the opportunity to work amongst these people. 

The houses were made of pole/mud with grass roofs and ventilated open eaves which formed the only means of lighting.  There was no electricity, drainage or water in any of the houses.  The school had 700 pupils with 8 teachers housed in 4 classrooms blocks.

On my first day I had the opportunity of attending a packed Church service which was accompanied throughout by joyous drums and singing and lasted two hours.  The Church was a simple mud and timber construction.  After the service we were given a typical Zambian meal of maize and cabbage.  This would not be classed as a Western delicacy!

During the next fortnight we set to work on constructing the girls' washrooms with numerous difficulties occurring along the way.  The intense heat continued to be a problem in terms of quickly drying out concrete and mortar. The lack and quality of materials, water and modern tools also caused problems but we used our initiative and persevered.  The villagers were an enormous help in our endeavours.  

By the end of our second week we had successfully finished the washroom complete with two 4metre deep pit latrines, hand-wash units and showers and also managed to refurbish the school classrooms by repairing and painting the walls and floors.  Arrangements had been established with the Zambian authorities who committed themselves to continuing our work at the village and elsewhere.

Before leaving, we had a joint excursion with ZIEH to evaluate other sites for future works.  We found three villages without clean water supplies and made a joint commitment to rectify this situation in the near future.

I could continue at length describing the fantastic experiences I had in the village which ranged from loud dancing and music celebrations to quiet moments of discussion but have been instructed to limit this article so will finish now and leave you with this quotation I found over the school entrance door:

“This is our door to our dreams – keep it open for us”.

Norman Yates 

Thank You 

The Water for Kids Coffee morning/Sherry evening proved to be a great social and financial success.  £456 was raised.

Scooters 4 Africa

John (Maurice & Enid Bramham's son-in-law) is taking part in a sponsored  delivery of 2 4*4 pick-ups and 8 Motor Scooters to The Gambia, where they will be used by doctors, nurses and outreach personnel.  This month they are driving and riding them down through Morocco, across the (disputed territory) of Western Sahara, on through Mauritania and Senegal into The Gambia, then finally to their destination  at Bansang.  John is personally hoping to raise £2500, with any surplus for the vehicles going to fund work at Bansang Hospital and the Alexandra Edwards Clinic at Sambel Kunda.  Enid has sponsor forms.

RUFFORD 

Trees in the churchyard

A few months ago, WLDC condemned four trees in Rufford  old churchyard as unsafe.  These will be removed very soon and other trees will be pruned.  We are obliged by the council to replace these trees.  If anyone would like to donate a tree, for instance in memory of a loved one, please contact the Churchwardens.

BOTH PARISHES

The Leprosy Mission

World Leprosy Sunday is Sunday 27th January and we have the pleasure of having our Area Organiser, Derek Hartley, speaking to us. He will address us as part of the joint Evensong service to be held at 6.30pm at All Saints, Hesketh Bank.  This is a combined service for all three parishes in 'the cluster.'  Please let me have your boxes back for then so we can present them all together.

                 Sue Wells

	NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS


Holy Trinity C of E Primary School

The beginning of a new year! A chance for a fresh start and also a chance to reflect on the previous year. Here at the school we are looking forward to seeing the completion of our outdoor area and using the area for more creative learning. Year 4 are looking forward to their visit to London in April and Year Six to Stottesdon in May. 

There are many exciting events to plan for: some of them annual and some of them new. We look back on the year when we said goodbye to Mrs Gray and Year Six, when the fence went up and made us more secure, when we participated in sports events, drama and the creative arts and when we had a variety of visitors who helped celebrate the award of The Eco Schools Green Flag.

We pray that the year ahead will be one where we can all look at the gifts God has given us and use them to further our learning about the Bible and our world and to deepen our relationship with God our Father.

Sue Hodgkins, Acting Headteacher

Rufford C of E Primary School

New Foundation Governors of Rufford CEP School:

Many thanks to Paula Molina who has served a four year term as school governor. She is replaced by Kathryn Cunningham. Also thanks to Andrew Thompson who has completed twelve years as a governor, initially as a parent governor and then, from 1997 when the school became Grant Maintained, as a PCC Foundation Governor. He was Vice-chairman 2000-2002 and 2005-2007 and Chairman 2002-2005. He is replaced by Sandra Betts. Both Sandra and Kathryn have a child at the school

Rufford School is always happy to receive donations of appropriate good quality children’s books, games and toys such as small plastic animals.  So, if you are having a post-Christmas clearout, please think of the school!

	FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS


HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY SCHOOL

The First Sunday in Advent is a special day in our Church life and an appropriate time to reflect on the past year and look forward to the new.  Our special service on Advent Sunday when we lit our first Advent Candle, highlighted the help and support I receive all year in Sunday School.  We did this by giving everyone who had been to Sunday School in 2007, whether it be in the School Hall or the Parish Room,  a special book mark and gave special recognition to those who had exceptional attendance records.

It is not easy each week in Sunday School as our age range is from 2 years to 16 years and, of course, we never know whether two or twenty two will come on Sunday!  Special thanks must be given to Brenda, Hilary, Joan, Lorna and Margaret who meet these challenges every Sunday with tremendous good humour and resourcefulness.

It was party day on the 16th December – and Father Christmas  has paid his very important visit and stayed a little bit longer than usual to present the lucky winner of our annual draw with their enormous hampers!  We also  enjoyed the company of Erin, our Rose Queen and her Retinue with their mince pies and sherry!

Sometimes it is easy to forget how important the children are in the life of Holy Trinity as well as in every Christian organisation – we are all so busy with getting on with our own lives – but we must keep them a priority and in our prayers and welcome them today - the pressures of life can give different priorities.  

I would like to ask you to read the following extract from the National Children’s Rights Committee of the South African Department of Welfare:

Children have the right to be taken seriously …



And the responsibility to listen to others.

Children have the right to quality medical care …



And the responsibility to take care of themselves.

Children have the right to a good education …

     And the responsibility to study and respect their teachers.

Children have the right to be loved and protected from harm …  
And the responsibility to show others love and caring.

Children have the right to get special care for special needs …

       And the responsibility to be the best people they can be.

Children have the right to be proud of their heritage and beliefs …

And the responsibility to respect the origins and beliefs of others.

Children have the right to a safe and comfortable home …



And the responsibility to keep it neat the clean.

Children have the right to make mistakes …


      And the responsibility to learn from these mistakes.

Children have the right to be well fed …



And the responsibility not to waste food.

It is a tremendous privilege and responsibility to help nurture children’s spirituality – one which we all take very seriously in our Sunday School, as I am sure does everyone in our Church community.

Jean

ST MARY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Restarts Sunday 13th January. 

	FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS


RUFFORD with HOLMESWOOD

Marriage   

Daniel Mawdesley and Lorraine Johnson

Funerals    

  Frank Mackle

Interment of Ashes   Kenny Caunce

TARLETON

See next month's issue

	God, keep my heart attuned to laughter

When my youth is done;

When all the days are grey days, coming after 

The warmth, the sun.

God, keep me from bitterness, from grieving,

When my life seems cold;

God, keep me always loving and believing,

As I grow old. 

Anon




St Mary’s Church, Rufford

Tradition says there was a “Chappell” at Rufford in the thirteenth century. Edward III gave Sir William de Hesketh a licence to found a chantry or chappell of St Mary at Rufford, the licence being dated 1347. In 1583 a chancel was added to the then existing chapel and in 1763 the chapel was demolished and a new church erected at a cost of £1165. During the rectorship of the late Rev James F Hogg-Goggin, the present beautiful church was rebuilt in 1869 at a cost of £5000. From the earliest days the church has benefited from the interest and support of the Hesketh family.

FROM AN OLD MAGAZINE

Tarleton January 1889

PARISH NEWS FOR JANUARY 1889.

January 1889.  The County Council Elections has served to bring our parish into some prominence, and the successful return of our Rector as the elected representative of the sixteen townships constituting the Aughton division, and his subsequent elevation to the position of County Alderman, must be regarded as bringing great honour to Tarleton, and as a cause of great satisfaction to the parish at large.

LOCAL COMMUNITY

Events and activities at Tarleton Library

Monday 7th January - Liverpool & South West Lancs History Society Help Desk 10 -12noon followed by seminar on how to get started with family history 2 - 4:15pm.

Monday  14th January - Tarleton Library Reading Group Meeting 5:45 – 6.45pm   - New members welcome

Bounce & Rhyme (term-time only) songs and rhymes for babies 2 - 3pm Tuesdays

	JANUARY  DIARY & KALENDAR

	
	(HTT)
	 at Holy Trinity, Tarleton

	
	(SMR)
	 at St Mary the Virgin, Rufford

	SUN 6 JAN
	8.00am

9.15am

10.45am

12.45pm
	THE EPIPHANY

Eucharist (HTT)

Sung Eucharist (SMR)

Sung Eucharist (HTT) with Bp John

Holy Baptism (HTT)



	MON 7 JAN 
	9.10am

2.00pm
	Toddle Time (HTT)

Mothers’ Union Prayer Meeting (HTT)

	TUE 8 JAN 
	6.50pm
	Choir Practice (HTT)

	WED 9 JAN
	10.00am

7.30pm
	Eucharist (BCP) (HTT)

MU: DIY: Parish Room (HTT)

	THUR 10 JAN
	7.00pm

8.00pm
	William Laud, A/b Canterbury

Eucharist (SMR)

Bell ringing (HTT)

	FRI 11 JAN 
	12.15pm


	Eucharist (HTT)



	SUN 13 JAN
	8.00am

8.00am

9.15am

9.15am

10.30am

10.45am
	THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

Eucharist (HTT)

Eucharist (SMR)

Sunday School (SMR)

Sung  Eucharist (SMR)

Sunday School (HTT)

Parish Eucharist (HTT)

	MON 14 JAN 
	8.50am
	Toddle Time (HTT)

	TUE 15 JAN 
	6.50pm
	Choir Practice (HTT)

	WED 16 JAN 
	10.00am
	Eucharist (BCP) (HTT)

	THUR 17 JAN 
	7.00pm

8.00pm
	Anthony of Egypt, hermit, abbot

Eucharist (SMR)

Bell ringing (HTT)

	FRI 18 JAN 
	12.15pm
	Week of prayer for Christian Unity

Eucharist (HTT)

	SUN 20 JAN 
	8.00am

9.15am

10.45am
	Epiphany 3

Eucharist (HTT)

Church Family Eucharist (SMR)

Church Family Eucharist (HTT)

	MON 21 JAN 
	8.50am
	Agnes, child martyr at Rome, 304

Toddle Time (HTT)

	TUE 22 JAN 
	6.50pm
	Choir Practice (HTT)

	WED 23 JAN 
	10.00am

1.00pm

2.00pm
	Eucharist (BCP) (HTT) 

MU Lunch (Parish Room) (HTT) 

MU AGM (HTT) 

	THUR 24 JAN
	7.00pm
	Eucharist (SMR)

	FRI 25 JAN
	12.15pm
	The Conversion of Paul

Eucharist (HTT)

	SAT 26 JAN
	
	Timothy & Titus

	SUN 27 JAN

SUN 27 JAN cont
	8.00am

8.00am

915 am

9.15am

10.30am

10.45am6.30pm
	Epiphany 4

Eucharist (HTT)

Eucharist (SMR)

Sunday School (SMR)

Sung Eucharist (SMR)

Sunday School (HTT)

Sung Eucharist (HTT)

Joint Cluster Sung Evensong for 

The Leprosy Mission 

at All Saint's, Hesketh Bank

	MON 28 JAN
	8.50am
	Thomas Aquinas, priest & philosopher

Toddle Time (HTT)

	TUE 29 JAN
	6.50pm
	Choir Practice (HTT)

	WED 30 JAN 
	10.00am
	Charles, King & Martyr

Eucharist (BCP) (HTT)

	THUR 31 JAN
	7.00pm
	Eucharist (SMR)

	FRI 1 FEB 
	12.15pm
	Eucharist (HTT)

	SUN 3 FEB 
	8.00am

915am

9.15am

10.30am

10.45am
	The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (CANDLEMAS) 

Eucharist (HTT)

Sunday School

Sung Eucharist (SMR)

Sunday School

Sung Eucharist (HTT)

	MON 4 FEB  
	8.50am
	Toddle Time (HTT)

	TUES 5 FEB
	6.50pm
	Choir Practice (HTT)

	WED 6 FEB 
	10.00am

7.30pm
	ASH WEDNESDAY

Eucharist (BCP) (HTT)

Joint Sung Eucharist with Ashing (SMR)


Nativity or the opposite? 

In an item on Woman's Hour just before Christmas 2007 about fewer schools holding straight Nativity Plays, the interviewer visited a Church School in Cumbria. It's name? Herod Hill Primary.   

Teletext story, Christmas Eve 2007.

In a place in California, after thieves had taken away the infant Jesus from a public crib, 'even though he was bolted down', the replacement statue (and the surviving Mary & Joseph) will be fitted with a GPS chip.  Good job Herod didn't have access to this technology!

